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Welcome to Junior Seminar! 

Seminar # 7

Would you take a job that paid 
$1,000 an hour?

If you answered yes…
 YOU SHOULD APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS!  One hour of 
work could get you hundreds or thousands of dollars!

 Naviance‐ Local & Sallie Mae National Search

 Goingmerry.com

 Fast Web

 College Websites

 Check them out over the summer to get ready for senior 
year
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Tips for Spring/Summer
 Begin compiling a list of potential post secondary options

 VISIT & RESEARCH

 Talk with family, friends, and teachers

 Meet with college reps who come to BHS

 Schedule guided tours to make the most of your college 
visit

 Don’t be afraid to call admissions offices

 Find Alumni in your area

 Use social networking to your advantage (appropriately)

 GOAL: Return in the Fall with 5 to 10 options

Senior Timeline
Fall 2019

 Attend seminar (5 cycles)

 Continue to have honest family 
conversations

 Attend College Rep Visits at BHS (list in 
Naviance, Hall’s Corner)

 Continue to visit college campuses

 Take SAT/ACT/Subject Tests (Sept‐Nov)

 FORMALLY request letters of 
recommendation through Naviance

 SAY THANK YOU!!

 Attend College Mondays & Instant 
Decision Days (September‐December)

 Submit applications & hand in blue 
sheets 10 school days PRIOR to college 
deadline

 Attend Financial Aid Night at BHS 
(October)

 File FAFSA‐ opens October 1st

 Research and apply for scholarships 
(local‐ Naviance, national, & 
university based)

 Have fun but NO SENIORITIS!

Spring 2020
 Admissions decisions will roll in‐ be 

prepared for all outcomes
 Attend any “Accepted Student” days 

on campus
 Continue to have honest 

conversations‐ review financial aid 
packages

 ALL admissions decisions to students 
by April 1st

 National Decision Day‐ May 1st‐
Deposit due at this time

College Mondays‐
INSTANT DECISION DAYS!
 Throughout the fall, two counselors will be available 
every Monday in the computer lab from 3‐6pm to 
help seniors with their college applications.

 Want to get a head start?

Join Mrs. Stern this summer!

August 5th & August 19

9‐11am & 12:30‐2:30

ROBERTS WESLEYAN

ST. BONAVENTURE

BROCKPORT

KEUKA

MCC

FLCC
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Registrar deadlines!

COLLEGE DEADLINE

 November 1 

 November 15 

 December 1

 December 15 

 January 1 

 January 15

 February 1 

 February 15 

 March 1

REGISTRAR DEADLINE

 October 18

 October 31

 November 14

 November 30

 December 7

 December 21

 January 17

 February 1

 February 8

On average, we process over 2,000 college applications each year (that 
does not include scholarships)!  We NEED at least 10 school days to 
process an application to ensure it gets out on time.

• Dates from 2018‐2019 school year
• Make sure to check college SCHOLARSHIP deadlines‐ may be different 
than APPLICATION deadlines

Common App is Open in 
August…BHS is not
 We recognize that colleges 
are pushing you to submit 
applications 
earlier…remember, they are 
a business!

 PLEASE hold off on 
submitting applications until 
SENIOR seminar is over‐ we 
have a successful process 
that has been used for many 
years to ensure that 
everything is sent correctly 
and on time

 You will NOT be at a 
disadvantage

 Transcripts are not finalized 
until the end of August/early 
September

 BHS School Profile needs to 
be completed‐ some data 
does not come from state 
until September/October

 Allowing time for senior 
schedules to be settled

 Teacher letters of 
recommendation need to be 
requested CORRECTLY 
through Naviance‐ taught in 
seminar

For college apps, this means…

 You are welcome to get a 
head start on your 
common app‐ enter in all 
of your demographic 
information, start your 
essay. 

 Continue to search 
colleges and look up their 
requirements‐
supplemental essays?

 DO NOT:

 Request letters of 
recommendation

 Request transcripts over 
the summer
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Do you have any questions about…

 Standardized Tests

 Resume

 College Selection

 Naviance

 Scholarships

 NCAA

**Remember to finish your 
Resume & Junior Survey in 
Naviance!

 College Essay

 Graduation Requirements

 College Visits

 Your Transcript

 Post High School Options

 Schedule an appointment 
with your counselor this 
spring!

**Remember to hand out 
PINK Sheets



COLLEGE & CAREER

MONDAYS

Hosted by the BHS Counsel ing Department

Mondays,  Sept.-Dec.  |  3-6PM |  Comp. Lab 
*Get a head start!  August 5th & 19th*  

9-11am & 12:30-2:30pm



C O L L E G E  &  C A R E E R
M O N D A Y S

SENIORS: GET HELP ON
YOUR POST-SECONDARY

PLANNING

Two BHS Counselors wi l l  be here to help you  

every Monday afternoon 

September - December  

Career Explorat ion 

Appl icat ion Quest ions 

Essay Revis ions 

Updat ing Resumes 

Naviance 

Instant Decision Opportunit ies:  

SUNY Brockport  

Roberts Wesleyan Col lege 

MCC 

Keuka Col lege 

FLCC 

St.  Bonaventure Univers i ty 

 

 

W E  H O P E  T O  S E E  Y O U  S O O N !



Stanford study says rankings do not point students to the best college fit

Submitted by Scott Jaschik on October 15, 2018 - 3:00am 

As they do every fall, high school students and their parents are deciding on college lists -- figuring out where to apply and which colleges 

are on top of their wish lists. As is also the case every fall, U.S. News & World Report and others have released their rankings, suggesting 

which are the “best” colleges -- among all and in certain categories.

Many students gravitate (regardless of what the rankings say) to public institutions close to home. But many others rely on rankings to 

identify potential colleges -- or to convince parents that a particular institution is worth whatever it charges. And many colleges are banking 

on that, boasting about their scores in the latest rankings.

Educators have for years questioned the validity of the rankings, pointing out flaws with various parts of the methodologies of U.S. News

and others.

A new study [1] from researchers at Stanford University’s Graduate School of Education examines all of the evidence about rankings and 

comes to this conclusion: the best way to find a college that is a “good fit” is to ignore the rankings.

Notably, the finding isn’t based on abstract ideas about the value of education not being something that can be measured.

Rather, the analysis is based on research about factors many students (and parents) say they take into consideration when they evaluate 

potential colleges: student learning, well-being, job satisfaction and future income.

If you care about those factors, the rankings will not steer you well, the paper says.

In summarizing the paper’s findings, Denise Pope, a senior lecturer at Stanford’s education school, said, "Research tells us that the most 

successful students, both in college and beyond, are the ones who engage in the undergraduate experience regardless of how selective a 

school may be. This is almost always the case whether a student attends the top-ranked or 200th-ranked college."

Key factors in U.S. News and other rankings reward graduation rates and reputation. U.S. News has, over the years, placed more emphasis 

not just on raw graduation rates but “expected” graduation rates to reward institutions with higher than expected rates for students from at-

risk populations.

But the Stanford study finds that graduation rates still reflect the student body being served more than the quality of the institution. And the 

study says there is no evidence linking reputation to anything but … reputation.

So reputation is “a self-fulfilling metric.”

Even measures that might seem inherently good -- such as the percentage of class sessions that are small -- may not actually mean much, 

the study says.

“While small classes are often seen as desirable, this metric is problematic … When schools offer more small classes, there is less space 

for students in those classes, meaning fewer students actually get to take them. Consider, as an extreme example, a school with 200 

students where each student takes only one class. If there are nine classes with two students each, and one huge class with the remaining 

182 students, the average class size at the school would still be only 20 students, and a full 90 percent of those classes would be 

considered ‘small’ classes.”

The report doesn’t say that it’s impossible to measure qualities about colleges that are important to students and parents. But real analysis 

would require examining the actual learning experience at colleges in ways rankings do not, the study says. For instance, the report cites 

Academically Adrift [2] (University of Chicago Press), the 2011 book by Richard Arum and Josipa Roksa that found a lack of rigor and heft in 

most undergraduate syllabi, and a corresponding lack of learning. The findings were based on looking at what students were asked to read 

and write, among other things, in their courses. (Others have disputed Academically Adrift's findings)

Published on Inside Higher Ed
(https://www.insidehighered.com)
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“What does correlate with student learning?” the Stanford report asks. “Time spent studying. This is true regardless of institution and for all 

kinds of students. In other words, a student who studies hard at a nonselective school is very likely to learn, while a student who slacks off 

at a selective one is less likely to learn.”

Likewise the report points to research by Gallup [3] on the factors in one’s college experience that predict whether one will appreciate that 

experience and find personally fulfilling work.

According to these Gallup surveys, the key predicting factor is not prestige of institution, but whether graduates look back on their college 

days and remember having had a professor who cared about them, made them excited to learn and encouraged them to follow their dreams 

-- which Gallup called being "emotionally supported" while in college. (Note: Inside Higher Ed works with Gallup on some surveys but did not 

play a role in this research.)

Broadly, Gallup identifies a series of practices for students to seek out at any college as likely to increase their engagement with learning -- 

and their satisfaction. These include “taking a course with a professor who makes learning exciting,” and “working with professors who care 

about students personally” and working on projects across several semesters.

The Stanford report generally suggests that students looking at potential colleges focus on finding places where the right conditions exist for 

the students to make the most of their opportunities. And that kind of review needs to focus on concrete measures or conditions that 

typically aren’t what makes a college rise or fall in U.S. News.

A key point of the report is that there is no single right focus for a college search -- and that the selectivity-driven measures used in most 

rankings may be appropriate for a minority of students, but misdirect most others.

“For some students, deciding where to go to college may depend on academic factors, such as access to cutting-edge researchers in a 

beloved field with opportunities to be involved in graduate-level work, or a well-established professional preparation program,” the report 

says. “For others, the decision might be influenced by location: a college close to home, or far away, in a small town or in a big city. Or it 

might have to do with extracurricular programming: a robust student activities program, intramural sports, or the arts.

"The decision might include cultural opportunities: a university with a strong international languages program, a culturally diverse student 

body, and a track record of successful study-abroad exchanges. The presence or absence of a Greek system or a large Division 1 athletics 

program might be important factors for some students. Perhaps religious denomination, institutional size, or comprehensive support for 

those with learning differences may sway the decision. And of course, financial aid and cost are key factors as well.”

The report adds that “rather than choosing a school based primarily on a flawed scoring system, students should ask whether they will be 

engaged at the college in ways that will allow them to form strong relationships with professors and mentors, apply their learning via 

internships and long-term projects, and find a sense of community.”

Robert Morse, who leads the college rankings effort at U.S. News, said via email that he and his colleagues were still reviewing the Stanford 

analysis.

He noted that the paper did not reflect the most recent changes made by U.S. News in its methodology, changes that the magazine says 

placed a greater emphasis than in the past on rewarding colleges that promote social mobility. (Critics have said that the change are largely 

cosmetic and that the rankings continue to reward colleges primarily for being wealthy and serving the best prepared and generally 

wealthiest students [4].)

Morse also noted that U.S. News does not just release annual rankings, but lists of top academic programs, colleges with good internship 

programs, innovative study abroad and more.

Just because U.S. News publishes rankings, Morse said, doesn’t mean it believes that’s the only way students should evaluate colleges. 

“We have always encouraged consumers to use the rankings as a start,” he said.
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